
for both women and men, how-
ever women are much less likely 
to be covered through their own 
jobs than for coverage puts 
women at a highermen.4  Being 
dependent on a spouse risk of be-
coming uninsured due to divorce 
or the death of a spouse.5  
 
The Important Role of Public 
Insurance 
Women are also more likely than 
men to qualify for and receive 
Medicaid. (See Figure 3)  Medicaid 
is an indispensable safety net that 
provides health care access for mil-
lions of women.  Despite recently 
experiencing its first decrease in 
spending in nearly a decade, New 
York State’s Medicaid program 
remains the most expensive per 
capita in the nation.6  Because of  
this,  Medicaid is often the first 
program considered when explor-
ing cost-containment options.  
 
HCFANY believes that this safety-
net system must be preserved and 
enhanced to ensure that the cover-
age needs of our vulnerable popu-
lations are not compromised in the 
forthcoming efforts to expand cov-
erage to the uninsured. 

chronic condition that requires half  
of  women report reliance on a ongo-
ing medical care. Similarly, fully pre-
scription drug versus only one-third 
of  men who report the same.1  (See 
Figure 1) 
 

Why Are Women Vulnerable 
To Systemic Changes? 
Paired with greater health needs are 
fewer financial resources for women.  
Nationally, women still earn 77 cents 
for every dollar earned by men, a gap 
which persists with age and eventu-
ally results in fewer assets and lower 
pensions and social security pay-
ments than men.2   

In New York State, a recent poll con-
ducted by The Community Service 
Society found that women were 
much more likely to report having no 
savings (19%) than men (14%).3  (See 
Figure 2) 
 
These financial differences between 
women and men mean that women 
have less resources available to pay 
for necessary care, especially when 
faced with a catastrophic illness. 
 
At the same time, nationally, most 
people are covered under employer-
sponsored insurance.  This is true  

 

Women’s Health 
Too many women are going without the health care they need. 

In this national climate of health care 
reform, many states—New York 
included—are making attempts to 
improve health care access and 
affordability.  Health Care For All 
New York (HCFANY) believes that 
any health care reforms taken on by 
the State should address the unique 
health care needs of its population, 
including those most vulnerable to 
systemic changes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Is Women’s Health 
Different? 
Despite the general misconception 
that “women’s health” is solely 
synonymous with “reproductive 
health,” gender differences in health 
care are not limited to physical 
anatomy.  In fact, while both women 
and men report their health status as 
“fair” or “poor” at similar rates, 
women are significantly more likely 
than men to report that they have a  

www.hcfany.org 

Figure 2. New York State: Savings, by 
Gender, 2007 

Figure 1. Nationally:  Health Status, by 
Gender, 2004 

Figure 3. Distribution of Health Insur-
ance Coverage by Gender, New York 
State, Ages 19-64, (2004-2005).  

* Public includes Medicaid, SCHIP, and other public 
insurance (mostly Medicare and military-related).   Data 
source:  United Hospital Fund, 2007. 

Note:  Includes women and men ages 18 to 64. 
Source: Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), Kaiser 
Women’s Health Survey, 2004  
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Women’s health is not limited to 
reproductive health. 



 
who had suffered interruptions in 
their health insurance coverage were 
far more likely to report having not 
gotten or postponing getting medi-
cal care or surgery (53%), or not 
being able to fill a prescription 
(56%) due to lack of money or in-
surance.8    
 
HCFANY believes that a person’s 
health should not be dependent 
upon their ability to pay for care and 
that it is the government’s obligation 
to guarantee affordable comprehen-
sive health care for all.     

  
How Does Being Uninsured 
Affect Women’s Health? 
Given Medicaid’s eligibility require-
ments rely heavily on the presence 
of a pregnancy or dependent chil-
dren, the program is out of reach for 
most childless women who are unin-
sured.  Because women’s health care 
needs are ongoing regardless of 
health insurance coverage, too often 
women end up forgoing necessary 
care once they lose their health in-
surance.  
 
 In New York, a recent statewide poll 
found that overwhelmingly, women  

 

Be part of  the solution! 
Join Health Care For All New York by going to:  

www.hcfany.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This fact sheet was prepared for the Health Care For All New York Campaign by The Community Service Society  of New York (CSS) www.cssny.org 

  
How Many Women Are  
Uninsured? 
Because of the prevalence of Medicaid 
for women, women are less likely than 
men to be underinsured.  However, 
nationally, 18% of women (19-64) are 
uninsured.  In New York State, 13% 
—or  1.1 million—mothers, sisters, 
wives, and daughters are currently un-
insured.7   

• Over half of these women (57%) 
live in households that earn 
higher than $26,400 per year for a 
family of  three (150% of the 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL)). 

• 43% of uninsured women live in 
households that earn higher then 
$35,200 per year for a family of 
three (200% of FPL) 

• 62% of uninsured women are of 
childbearing age (18-45) 

• 48% are under the age of 30. 
 

 

Uninsurance and Women’s Health 

REFERENCES 
1 Salganicoff, Alina.  “Women’s Health Policy, Coverage and Access to Care.” February 2008.  Based on information from Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, Women’s Health Survey, 
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Source: CSS Statewide Survey, November 2007. 

New York State: Women’s Health Hardships in the Past Year Due to 
Lack of Money or Insurance, by Insurance Status, 2007 

Childless 
women are 
at greater 
risk of being  
uninsured.  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



